
 

TRANSITIONAL DEVICES: WORDS & PHRASES 
Trans it iona l  words  and  phras es  are a lso known as  cohes ive dev ices .  They strengthen wr it ing by improv ing 

f low and c lar i fy ing  the relat ionships  between ideas ,  s entences,  and  paragraphs.  

TO INDICATE AGREEMENT, ADDITION, OR SIMILARITY  

addit iona l ly ,  

aga in  

a long with  

a lso  

and  

as   

as  a  matter  o f  fact ,  

as  wel l  as  

by  the same token  

comparat ive ly  

corresponding ly  

coup led  with  

equa l ly  

equa l ly  important  

f i rst ,  s econd,  th ird   

fur thermore  

ident ical ly  

in  add it ion,  

in  l ike manner  

in  the f i rst  p lace  

in  the l ight  o f  

in  the same way  

l ike  

l ikewis e,  

moreover  

not  on ly  . . .  but  a lso  

not  to  mention  

of  course,  

s imi lar ly ,  

then  

to  

to  say  nothing o f   

together  with  

too  

uniquely  

what  is  more  

TO INDICATE AN EXAMPLE, SHOW SUPPORT , OR EMPHASIZE 

another key  po int  

as  an i l lus trat ion  

by a l l  means  

certa in ly  

express ively  

f i rst  and  foremost  

f i rst  th ing  to  

remember  

for  example,  

for  instance,  

for  one th ing  

for  th is  reason,  

frequent ly  

important  to  rea l i ze  

in  fact ,  

in  general ,  

in  other  words ,  

in  part icu lar  

in  th is  case  

inc luding  

indeed  

l ike frequent ly  

markedly  

compel l ing ev idence  

i t  must  be 

remembered  

namely  

notably  

on the negat ive s ide  

on the pos it ive s ide  

point  often 

over looked  

s ign if icant ly   

spec i f i ca l ly ,   

such as  

sure ly  

surpr is ing ly  

that  is  to  s ay  

to  be sure  

to  c lar i fy  

to  demonstrate  

to  emphasize  

to  enumerate  

to  exp la in  

to  po int  out  

to  put  i t  another  way  

to put  i t  d i fferent ly  

to  repeat  

tru ly  

wi th  at tent ion to  

with  th is  in  mind  

TO INDICATE AN EFFECT, RESULT, OR CONSEQUENCE 

accord ing ly  

as  a  resul t  

becaus e  

cons equent ly  

for  th is  reason  

forthwith  

henceforth  

in  that  case  

therefore  

thereupon  

thus  

hence  

TO INDICATE CONTRADICTION, OPPOSITION, OR LIMITATION  

(and)  st i l l   

(and)  yet   

above a l l  

after  a l l  

a lbeit  

a lthough  

a lthough th is  may  be  

as  much as  

at  the same t ime  

be that  as  i t  may  

bes ides  

but   

convers ely  

despi te  

d if ferent  f rom  

even so  

even though  

however  

in  contrast   

in  rea l i ty  

in  sp i te o f   

instead  

nevertheless  

nonetheless  

notwiths tand ing  

of  course . . . ,  but   

on the contrary  

on the other  hand  

or  

otherwis e  

rather  

regardless  

then again  

unl ike  

whereas  

whi le  

 



TRANSITIONAL DEVICES: WORDS & PHRASES 

This  handout  was adapted from Dr .  He iko Posse l ’ s  2013 “L ink ing Words  -  A  complete  L is t  –  S or ted by  
categor ies” .  Dr .  Posse l ’ s  fu l l  l i st  o f  l ink ing words  is  avai lab le at  smart -words .org .  

TO INDICATE CAUSE, CONDITION, OR PURPOSE  

as  /  so long as  

becaus e of  

due to  

for  fear  that  

for  the purpos e of  

g iven that  

granted  ( that )  . . .  

then  

in  order  to  

in  the event  that   

in  the hope that  

in  v iew of  

inas much  as  

lest  

on (the)  cond it ion 

(that )  

only  /  even  i f  

owing  to  

provided that  

seeing /  be ing that  

s ince  

so as  to  

so that  

to  the end that  

unless  

when  

whenever  

whi le  

with  th is  in  mind  

with  th is  in tent ion  

TO INDICATE CONCLUSION, SUMMARY, OR RESTATEMENT  

after  a l l  

a l l  in  a l l  

a l l  th ings  cons idered  

a ltogether  

as  can be seen  

as  has  been noted  

as  shown above  

for  the most  part  

general ly  speak ing  

given thes e points  

in  a  word  

in  any event  

in  br ief  

 in  conc lus ion  

in  either  case  

in  essence  

in  fact   

in  short  

in  summary  

in  the f inal  analys is  

in  the long run  

on balance  

on the whole  

ordinar i ly  

overal l  

to  sum up  

to summar ize  

usual ly  

TO INDICATE TIME, CHRONOLOGY, OR SEQUENCE  

after   

a l l  of  a  sudden  

as  long as  

as  soon as  

at  the pres ent  t ime  

at  the same t ime  

at  th is  instant  

before  

by  the t ime  

during  

eventua l ly  

f inal ly   

f i rst ,  s econd  

formerly   

for thwith  

from t ime to t ime  

further  

hence  

henceforth  

immediately  

in  a  moment   

in  due t ime  

in  the f i rst  p lace  

in  the meant ime  

in  t ime  

instant ly  

last   

later   

meanwhile  

next   

now 

now that  

occas ional ly  

once  

pres ent ly  

pr ior  to  

quick ly   

short ly   

s ince  

sooner or  later  

stra ightaway  

sudden ly   

then  

t i l l   

to  beg in  with  

unt i l   

unt i l  now 

up to the pres ent  

t ime 

when  

whenever  

whenever  

without  delay  

TO INDICATE SPACE, LOCATION, OR PLACE  

above  

across  

adjacent  to  

a longs ide  

amid  

among  

around  

before  

beh ind  

below 

beneath  

bes ide  

between  

beyond  

down  

from 

further   

here  

here and there  

in  front  o f  

in  the background  

in  the center  o f  

in  the d istance  

in  the foreground  

in  the middle  

near   

nearby  

next  

on th is  s ide  

opposite to  

over   

there  

to  the left /r ight  

under  

where  

wherever  
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